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not a bully like Frederick William, he was merely severe
because he was unsure of himself. As Prince Eugene
said of the three Habsburgs whom he served : " Leopold
was like a father to me; Joseph like a brother, and
Charles like a master."
As a matter of fact, Charles did not interfere with
Maria Theresa very much during her childhood. He
clung stubbornly to his secret hopes of one day having a
son, and he would not yet allow himself to admit that
his eldest daughter was really his successor, who should
be trained as the future ruler of the Habsburg Empire.
When Maria Theresa was old enough to be taught
to read and write, Charles, who still hoped that Destiny
would give him a son, seemed to feel that he would be
tempting Providence if he gave Maria Theresa a boy's
education. A number of eminent scholars, all Jesuits,
with the exception of her mathematics master, were
summoned to Vienna, to be her teachers, but the Emperor
did not wish them to burden her with as much knowledge
as a son would have needed. She was to be educated
to become a womanly woman, a graceful and tactful
Princess who would, one day, make a good hausfrau
and wife for some prince or ruler. She was taught
accomplishments rather than learning.
She was never given the training which would have
been helpful to the future ruler of one of the most
complicated and difficult dynasties of Europe. She
was never taught the technique and the art of govern-
ment, and though she was always a normally intelligent
child, she had no particular curiosity about the affairs
of State. The slight smattering of political information
she acquired before she became a ruling Queen she
picked up from casual conversations overheard at the
Court, or from her mother.

